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robbed; five-and-forty mules laden with cloth of Flanders and
elsewhere have been seized, 'and the merchants that led them
have been pillaged....
Beloved lords and very dear friends, all these things afore-
said we write unto you, for we are assured that ye have ever
loved, and love still, the good town of Paris, and her good mer-
chants, and the other good towns; the good commonalty and
the good country folk ye love and have ever loved; and for three
causes we now write unto you. The first is, that ye may see
the good reason and justice that is on our side, and the great
wrong, disloyalty and injustice that these others have towards
us and the commonalty. The second, to have your counsel and
succour; for these things are great, perilous and weighty, not
only to us and to the countries that are wasted, but also to
you and to all other parts where merchandise should go freely,
and whither the corn and wine should have been brought
which these men have so spoiled without reason; and ye may
well see that, if they waste the country of Laon even as they
have wasted Beauvais, then the whole land beyond the Oise
would be destroyed, which serveth with wine the good provinces
of Flanders and Hainault and Cambrai; whereof great damage
would ensue to the whole countryside. The third is, that ye
may deal with many nobles of Flanders and of the aforesaid
provinces who have done the aforesaid robberies, in these
same parts, by taking from them all their goods which ye see
to lie in your land and power, and by seizing them into your
hand for a security against them,.,.
Well-beloved lords and good friends, pardon us and have
us excused if we have written at so great length concerning
these matters; for the roads were very perilous and unsafe,
and these nobles beset all the roads and the whole country-
side. Yet ye must know that, albeit many nobles and men
at arms lie now before Paris in the Duke's host, yet we asd
our whole commonalty are of one mind to defend the city;
and, God be thanked! we are well ordered and have1 gteat
abundance of victual. Moreover, in defence of tfae faoooor of
the good city of Paris, lest we, who have ever beea feeemen,'
should fall into such servitude whereunto thfese gentlefolk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